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Date: 12-4-14 
To: Superintendent Page and Board of Directors 
From: Tim Garrison, Director of Teaching and Learning 
Re: Study Session on Civics Graduation Reqiurements 
 
 
 
Attached are items I will review with you on Thursday, December 11th during our discussion 
of the new Civics Graduation Requirements.  
 
I will provide you with background that will make clear the intent of the new requirement, 
and show how students will receive the essential content. 
 
You will be asked for a decision about whether our board policy should reflect a requirement 
for all students to take a stand alone Civics course (0.5), or whether AP Government and 
Politics can include the civics curriculum as an accelerated option for some students. You 
will hear perspective from principals, teachers and administrators about the possible effects 
of this decision. 
 
Balanced information will be provided, but a recommendation will also be given based our 
belief about which option is best for our students. A decision making template is included 
for your notetaking, if you wish to use it.  
 
I look forward to talking with you next week. 
 
 
 

 
 

    
 



 
 
 

 
 
 

Civic Education in Washington State 
 
 

Carol Coe 
Social Studies Program Supervisor 

Office of Superintendent of Public Instruction 
Old Capitol Building  | PO Box 47200  | Olympia, WA 98504-7200 
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Everyone wants effective civic education,  

  but what is it and how do we get it? 
 



 
 

Our Answer in Washington State 
 

 RCW 28A.150.210—State Learning Standards 
 

 RCW 28A.230.093—Civics Requirement 
 

 RCW 28A.230.095—Social Studies Assessment  
 OSPI-developed classroom-based assessments 
 
 

 

Everyone wants effective civic education,  

but what is it and how do we get it? 
 



If, after July 26, 2009, the state board of education increases 
the number of course credits in social studies that are required 
for high school graduation under RCW 28A.230.090, the board 
shall also require that at least one-half credit of that 
requirement be coursework in civics. 
 

The content of the civics requirement must include, but not be 
limited to: 
 

1. Federal, state, and local government organization and 
procedures; 

 

2. Rights and responsibilities of citizens addressed in the 
Washington state and United States Constitutions; 

 

3. Current issues addressed at each level of government; and 
  

4. Electoral issues, including elections, ballot measures, 
initiatives, and referenda. 

Required by Law 
RCW 28A.230.093 

http://apps.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?cite=28A.230.090


 

1.  Provide instruction in government, history, law, and democracy 
 

2.  Discuss current local, national and international issues and events in the 
classroom, particularly those that young people view as important to their 
lives 

 

3.  Design and implement programs that provide students with opportunities 
to apply what they learn through performing community service that is 
linked to the formal curriculum  and classroom activities 

 

4.  Offer extracurricular activities that provide opportunities for young people 
to get involved in their schools or communities 

 

5.  Encourage student participation in school governance 
 

6.   Encourage students’ participation in simulations of democratic processes 
and procedures  

  

Guardian of Democracy: Successor Report to the Civic Mission of Schools 
CIRCLE: The Center for Information & Research on Civic Learning and Engagement 

 

 

Six Proven Practices for 

Enhancing Civic Education  

 



 

1.   Classroom Instruction 
 

2.   Discussion of Current Events and Controversial Issues 
 

3.   Service Learning  
 

4.   Extracurricular Activities 
 

5.   School Governance 
 

6.   Simulations of Democratic Processes 
 

 

Guardian of Democracy: Successor Report to the Civic Mission of Schools 
CIRCLE: The Center for Information & Research on Civic Learning and Engagement 

 

 

Six Proven Practices  
for Enhancing Civic Education  

 



 

Classroom Instruction 
 

 

Proven Practice #1 
Schools should provide instruction in government, 

history, economics, law, and democracy. 

 

 

iCivics 
 

Project Citizen 
 

We the People 
 

OSPI-developed Assessments: 
 

•You Decide 

•Whose Rules?  

•Constitutional Issues 

•Checks and Balances 

•International Relations 

•US Foreign Policy 

 

 

Tahoma High School’s We the People Washington State Championship Team 

 Represents Washington State at Nationals,  April 2013 



 

Discussion of Current Events & 
Controversial Issues 

 

 

Proven Practice #2 
Schools should incorporate discussion of current local, national, and 
international issues and events into the classroom, particularly those 

that young people view as important to their lives. 

Ms. Anderson wants students to discuss. She begins each year helping her students build a social contract for their classroom. 



 

Proven Practice #3 
 

Schools should design and implement programs that provide 
students with the opportunity to apply what they learn through 

performing community service that is linked to the formal 
curriculum and classroom instruction. 

Service Learning   

 

Touchet School students extend 

Project Citizen campaigns well 

beyond the classroom. They have 

formed a school and community Park 

Advisory Board to work on park 

beautification, planting shrubs and 

laying underground sprinklers. 

Following a data-gathering effort that 

included counting cars and recording 

other traffic-related information, 

Touchet students also made 

recommendations to the Department 

of Transportation on a highway 

relocation project in their town.  



 

     Extracurricular Activities 
 
 Art (painting, photography, creative writing), 

Church, Clubs (chess, mathletes, mock trial, 
debate, drama, animé club, film club, skateboarding 
club, diversity/minority groups), Hobbies (rocketry, 
model railroads, collecting, blogging, quilting), 
Media,( local television, radio, or newspaper, 
yearbook staff, school newspaper, literary journal, 
blogging) Military (Junior ROTC, drill team); Music 
(chorus, band, orchestra), Sports (football, 
basketball, baseball, hockey, track, gymnastics, 
dance, lacrosse, swimming, soccer, skiing), Student 
Government (student council, prom committee, 
community youth board, Youth Traffic Court, 
advisory boards), Volunteer Work (Key Club, 
Habitat for Humanity, tutoring and mentoring, 
community fund-raising, Rotary, hospital work, 
candy striping, animal rescue, nursing home work, 
poll worker, creating hiking trails, Adopt-a-Highway) 

 
 

 

 

Proven Practice #4 
 

Schools should offer opportunities for young people to get involved 
in their schools or communities outside of the classroom. 

Following a full day of training at the 2013 Youth Summit, 

students review their position papers before meeting with 

local representatives of the Washington State Legislature.   



 

School Governance    
 
 
 

 

Proven Practice #5 
 
 

Schools should encourage student participation in school governance. 
 

 

Youth Ambassadors at 

Cleveland High School 

Youth Ambassadors (YA) 

is a diverse community of 

committed and inspiring 

teens from middle 

schoolers to university 

students. This group of 

young leaders strives to 

connect to their 

communities through the 

power of compassion. At 

Cleveland High School YA 

has become a change 

agent by addressing 

school attendance and 

tardiness issues through a 

peer mentoring program. 

Youth Ambassadors 

worked with faculty to 

conduct a Data-in-a-Day 

(DIAD) event this year.  

For more information on YA, contact Executive Director Lori 

Markowitz at <lori@youthambassadors.net>. 

Raising Student Voice and Participation is a student 

engagement program aligned with school reform. 

Student council leaders plan and facilitate a series of 

Student Summits that engage the entire student body in 

dialogues. RSVP asks student what they care about, 

what proposals they have for community and school 

improvement, and what actions can be taken, in 

cooperation with adults, to implement their ideas for 

positive change. 

For more information on RSVP, contact Washington 

Association of Student Councils (WASC) or Susan Fortin at  

susanf@awsp.org.  

mailto:susanf@awsp.org


 

 Simulations of Democratic Processes 
 
 

 

Proven Practice #6 
Schools should encourage students to participate in simulations 

of democratic processes and procedures. 
 

Two Exemplars in Washington State 
 

Storypath (Pictured here) 

Margit Mcquire, Ph.D,  

Director of Teacher Education | College of Education  | Seattle University 

Email: mmcguire@seattleu.edu 
   

Model United Nations (at Bothell High School) 

Rhonda McGee 

Teacher on Special Assignment (TOSA) for Social Studies & Technology 

Northshore School District  

Email: rmcgee@nsd.org 

 

 

mailto:mmcguire@seattleu.edu
mailto:mmcguire@seattleu.edu


  

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

  
  
  
 

 

If you would like to join a statewide effort to provide 

powerful civic education for every student in 

Washington, please contact:  
 

 Carol Coe, Social Studies Program Supervisor  

 Office of Superintendent of Public Instruction 
    

   Phone: 360-725-6351 
 

   Email: carol.coe@k12.wa.us 
 

   Twitter: @WeRS2C3 

 
  

 

 

Help place the six proven practices 

in every school in Washington State   



                                                  
 

1 Option: Stand Alone Civics Class as Graduation Requirement 2 Options: a) Stand Alone Civics Class b) AP Government contains accelerated 
version of the same content in option A   

 
Pros 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Cons 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
Pros 

 
Cons 

 



Current Social Studies Graduation 
Requirements 

Applies to students who enter 9th grade before July 1, 

2012, and graduate no later than the Class of 2015: 
2.5 credits 

New Social Studies Graduation Requirements 

Applies to students who enter 9th grade on or after July 
1, 2012, and graduate in the Class of 2016 and beyond: 

3.0 credits 
(per WAC 180-51-067: Section 4, a-d) 

0.5 credit of WA State History and Government  Successful completion of WA State History and 
Government 

 Non-credit requirement  

 Successful completion will be noted on transcripts  

1 credit of US History and Government 1 credit of US History 

 US History Option 1: US History Option 2:** 

 1 credit of US History 1 credit of US History 

addressing both the 
required US History 
standards and Civics 
standards (see RCW 
28A.230.093) for more 
information) 

**Includes embedded .5 
Civics graduation 
requirement but only 1 
credit is earned 

1 credit of Contemporary World Problems (CWP) 1 credit of Contemporary World Problems (CWP)  

 CWP Option 1: CWP Option 2:** 

 1 credit of Contemporary 
World History, Geography, 
and Problems (CWP) 

1 credit of Contemporary 
World History, Geography, 
and Problems (CWP) 
addressing both the 
required CWP standards 
and Civics standards (see 

RCW 28A.230.093 for 
more information) 
**Includes embedded .5 
Civics graduation 
requirement but only 1 

credit is earned 

 .5 credit of Civics (view 
RCW 28A.230.093 for 
more information) 

1 credit Social Studies 
Elective 

 .5 Social Studies Elective  

Total Credits: 2.5 Total Credits: 3.0 Total Credits: 3.0 

 

http://apps.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=28A.230.093
http://apps.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=28A.230.093
http://apps.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=28A.230.093
http://apps.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=28A.230.093


RCW 28A.230.093 

Social studies course credits — Civics coursework. 

 

(1) If, after July 26, 2009, the state board of education increases the number of course credits in social studies 
that are required for high school graduation under RCW 28A.230.090, the board shall also require that at least 
one-half credit of that requirement be coursework in civics. 
 
(2) The content of the civics requirement must include, but not be limited to: 
 
(a) Federal, state, and local government organization and procedures; 
 
(b) Rights and responsibilities of citizens addressed in the Washington state and United States Constitutions; 
 
(c) Current issues addressed at each level of government; and 
 
(d) Electoral issues, including elections, ballot measures, initiatives, and referenda. 

[2009 c 223 § 3.] 

 

http://apps.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?cite=28A.230.090




RCW 28A.150.210 

Basic education — Goals of school districts. 

 

A basic education is an evolving program of instruction that is intended to provide students with the opportunity 
to become responsible and respectful global citizens, to contribute to their economic well-being and that of 
their families and communities, to explore and understand different perspectives, and to enjoy productive and 
satisfying lives. Additionally, the state of Washington intends to provide for a public school system that is able 
to evolve and adapt in order to better focus on strengthening the educational achievement of all students, 
which includes high expectations for all students and gives all students the opportunity to achieve personal and 
academic success. To these ends, the goals of each school district, with the involvement of parents and 
community members, shall be to provide opportunities for every student to develop the knowledge and skills 
essential to: 
 
(1) Read with comprehension, write effectively, and communicate successfully in a variety of ways and settings 
and with a variety of audiences; 
 
(2) Know and apply the core concepts and principles of mathematics; social, physical, and life sciences; civics 
and history, including different cultures and participation in representative government; geography; arts; and 
health and fitness; 
 
(3) Think analytically, logically, and creatively, and to integrate technology literacy and fluency as well as 
different experiences and knowledge to form reasoned judgments and solve problems; and 
 
(4) Understand the importance of work and finance and how performance, effort, and decisions directly affect 
future career and educational opportunities. 

[2011 c 280 § 2; 2009 c 548 § 103; 2007 c 400 § 1; 1993 c 336 § 101; (1992 c 141 § 501 repealed by 1993 c 
336 § 1203); 1977 ex.s. c 359 § 2. Formerly RCW 28A.58.752.] 

Notes: 

Finding -- 2011 c 280: "The legislature finds that technology can be effectively integrated into other K-12 core 
subjects that students are expected to know and be able to do. Integration of knowledge and skills in 
technology literacy and fluency into other subjects will engage and motivate students to explore high-demand 
careers, such as engineering, mathematics, computer science, communication, art, entrepreneurship, and 
others; fields in which skilled individuals will create the new ideas, new products, and new industries of the 
future; and fields that demand the collaborative information skills and technological fluency of digital 
citizenship." [2011 c 280 § 1.] 

Effective date -- 2011 c 280: "This act takes effect September 1, 2011." [2011 c 280 § 3.] 

Effective date -- 2009 c 548 §§ 101-110 and 701-710: See note following RCW 28A.150.200. 

Intent -- 2009 c 548: See RCW 28A.150.1981. 

Finding -- 2009 c 548: See note following RCW 28A.410.270. 

Intent -- Finding -- 2009 c 548: See note following RCW 28A.305.130. 

Captions not law -- 2007 c 400: "Captions used in this act are not any part of the law." [2007 c 400 § 9.] 

Findings -- Intent -- 1993 c 336: "The legislature finds that student achievement in Washington must be 
improved to keep pace with societal changes, changes in the workplace, and an increasingly competitive 
international economy. 
 

http://apps.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?cite=28A.58.752
http://apps.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?cite=28A.150.200
http://apps.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?cite=28A.150.1981
http://apps.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?cite=28A.410.270
http://apps.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?cite=28A.305.130


To increase student achievement, the legislature finds that the state of Washington needs to develop a public 
school system that focuses more on the educational performance of students, that includes high expectations 
for all students, and that provides more flexibility for school boards and educators in how instruction is 
provided. 
 
The legislature further finds that improving student achievement will require: 
 
(1) Establishing what is expected of students, with standards set at internationally competitive levels; 
 
(2) Parents to be primary partners in the education of their children, and to play a significantly greater role in 
local school decision making; 
 
(3) Students taking more responsibility for their education; 
 
(4) Time and resources for educators to collaboratively develop and implement strategies for improved student 
learning; 
 
(5) Making instructional programs more relevant to students' future plans; 
 
(6) All parties responsible for education to focus more on what is best for students; and 
 
(7) An educational environment that fosters mutually respectful interactions in an atmosphere of collaboration 
and cooperation. 
 
It is the intent of the legislature to provide students the opportunity to achieve at significantly higher levels, and 
to provide alternative or additional instructional opportunities to help students who are having difficulty meeting 
the essential academic learning requirements in RCW 28A.630.885. 
 
It is also the intent of the legislature that students who have met or exceeded the essential academic learning 
requirements be provided with alternative or additional instructional opportunities to help advance their 
educational experience. 
 
The provisions of chapter 336, Laws of 1993 shall not be construed to change current state requirements for 
students who receive home-based instruction under chapter 28A.200 RCW, or for students who attend state-
approved private schools under chapter 28A.195 RCW." [1993 c 336 § 1.] 

Effective date -- 1993 c 336 § 101: "Section 101 of this act shall take effect September 1, 1994." [1993 c 336 
§ 102.] 

Findings -- 1993 c 336: "(1) The legislature finds that preparing students to make successful transitions from 
school to work helps promote educational, career, and personal success for all students. 
 
(2) A successful school experience should prepare students to make informed career direction decisions at 
critical points in their educational progress. Schools that demonstrate the relevancy and practical application of 
coursework will expose students to a broad range of interrelated career and educational opportunities and will 
expand students' posthigh school options. 
 
(3) The school-to-work transitions program, under chapter 335, Laws of 1993, is intended to help secondary 
schools develop model programs for school-to-work transitions. The purposes of the model programs are to 
provide incentives for selected schools to: 
 
(a) Integrate vocational and academic instruction into a single curriculum; 
 
(b) Provide each student with a choice of multiple, flexible educational pathways based on the student's career 
interest areas; 
 

http://apps.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?cite=28A.630.885
http://apps.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?cite=28A.200
http://apps.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?cite=28A.195


(c) Emphasize increased vocational and academic guidance and counseling for students; 
 
(d) Foster partnerships with local employers and employees to incorporate work sites as part of work-based 
learning experiences; 
 
(e) Encourage collaboration among middle or junior high schools and secondary schools in developing 
successful transition programs and to encourage articulation agreements between secondary schools and 
community and technical colleges. 
 
(4) The legislature further finds that successful implementation of the school-to-work transitions program is an 
important part of achieving the purposes of chapter 336, Laws of 1993." [1993 c 336 § 601.] 

Part headings not law -- 1993 c 336: "Part headings as used in this act constitute no part of the law." [1993 c 
336 § 1204.] 

Findings -- Part headings -- Severability -- 1992 c 141: See notes following RCW 28A.410.040. 

Effective date -- Severability -- 1977 ex.s. c 359: See notes following RCW 28A.150.200. 

 

http://apps.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?cite=28A.410.040
http://apps.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?cite=28A.150.200


RCW 28A.230.095 

Essential academic learning requirements and assessments — Verification 

reports. 

 

(1) By the end of the 2008-09 school year, school districts shall have in place in elementary schools, middle 
schools, and high schools assessments or other strategies chosen by the district to assure that students have 
an opportunity to learn the essential academic learning requirements in social studies, the arts, and health and 
fitness. Social studies includes history, geography, civics, economics, and social studies skills. Health and 
fitness includes, but is not limited to, mental health and suicide prevention education. Beginning with the 2008-
09 school year, school districts shall annually submit an implementation verification report to the office of the 
superintendent of public instruction. The office of the superintendent of public instruction may not require 
school districts to use a classroom-based assessment in social studies, the arts, and health and fitness to meet 
the requirements of this section and shall clearly communicate to districts their option to use other strategies 
chosen by the district. 
 
(2) Beginning with the 2008-09 school year, school districts shall require students in the seventh or eighth 
grade, and the eleventh or twelfth grade to each complete at least one classroom-based assessment in civics. 
Beginning with the 2010-11 school year, school districts shall require students in the fourth or fifth grade to 
complete at least one classroom-based assessment in civics. The civics assessment may be selected from a 
list of classroom-based assessments approved by the office of the superintendent of public instruction. 
Beginning with the 2008-09 school year, school districts shall annually submit implementation verification 
reports to the office of the superintendent of public instruction documenting the use of the classroom-based 
assessments in civics. 
 
(3) Verification reports shall require school districts to report only the information necessary to comply with this 
section. 

[2011 c 185 § 5; 2009 c 556 § 8; 2006 c 113 § 2; 2004 c 19 § 203.] 

Notes: 

Effective date -- 2011 c 185 § 5: "Section 5 of this act takes effect July 1, 2012." [2011 c 185 § 6.] 

Finding -- 2011 c 185: See note following RCW 28A.300.2851. 

Findings -- 2006 c 113: "The legislature finds that instruction in social studies, arts, health, and fitness is 
important to ensure a well-rounded and complete education. In particular, the civic mission of schools is 
strengthened and enhanced by comprehensive civics education and assessments. The legislature finds that 
effective and accountable democratic government depends upon an informed and engaged citizenry, and 
therefore, students should learn their rights and responsibilities as citizens, where those rights and 
responsibilities come from, and how to exercise them." [2006 c 113 § 1.] 

Part headings and captions not law -- Severability -- Effective date -- 2004 c 19: See notes following RCW 
28A.655.061 

 

http://apps.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?cite=28A.300.2851
http://apps.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?cite=28A.655.061


RCW 28A.230.090 

High school graduation requirements or equivalencies — Reevaluation of 

graduation requirements — Review and authorization of proposed changes — 

Credit for courses taken before attending high school — Postsecondary credit 

equivalencies. 

 

(1) The state board of education shall establish high school graduation requirements or equivalencies for 
students, except as provided in RCW 28A.230.122 and except those equivalencies established by local high 
schools or school districts under RCW 28A.230.097. The purpose of a high school diploma is to declare that a 
student is ready for success in postsecondary education, gainful employment, and citizenship, and is equipped 
with the skills to be a lifelong learner. 
 
(a) Any course in Washington state history and government used to fulfill high school graduation requirements 
shall consider including information on the culture, history, and government of the American Indian peoples 
who were the first inhabitants of the state. 
 
(b) The certificate of academic achievement requirements under RCW 28A.655.061 or the certificate of 
individual achievement requirements under RCW 28A.155.045 are required for graduation from a public high 
school but are not the only requirements for graduation. 
 
(c) Any decision on whether a student has met the state board's high school graduation requirements for a 
high school and beyond plan shall remain at the local level. Effective with the graduating class of 2015, the 
state board of education may not establish a requirement for students to complete a culminating project for 
graduation. 
 
(d)(i) The state board of education shall adopt rules to implement the career and college ready graduation 
requirement proposal adopted under board resolution on November 10, 2010, and revised on January 9, 2014, 
to take effect beginning with the graduating class of 2019 or as otherwise provided in this subsection (1)(d). 
The rules must include authorization for a school district to waive up to two credits for individual students 
based on unusual circumstances and in accordance with written policies that must be adopted by each board 
of directors of a school district that grants diplomas. The rules must also provide that the content of the third 
credit of mathematics and the content of the third credit of science may be chosen by the student based on the 
student's interests and high school and beyond plan with agreement of the student's parent or guardian or 
agreement of the school counselor or principal. 
 
(ii) School districts may apply to the state board of education for a waiver to implement the career and college 
ready graduation requirement proposal beginning with the graduating class of 2020 or 2021 instead of the 
graduating class of 2019. In the application, a school district must describe why the waiver is being requested, 
the specific impediments preventing timely implementation, and efforts that will be taken to achieve 
implementation with the graduating class proposed under the waiver. The state board of education shall grant 
a waiver under this subsection (1)(d) to an applying school district at the next subsequent meeting of the board 
after receiving an application. 
 
(2)(a) In recognition of the statutory authority of the state board of education to establish and enforce minimum 
high school graduation requirements, the state board shall periodically reevaluate the graduation requirements 
and shall report such findings to the legislature in a timely manner as determined by the state board. 
 
(b) The state board shall reevaluate the graduation requirements for students enrolled in vocationally intensive 
and rigorous career and technical education programs, particularly those programs that lead to a certificate or 
credential that is state or nationally recognized. The purpose of the evaluation is to ensure that students 
enrolled in these programs have sufficient opportunity to earn a certificate of academic achievement, complete 
the program and earn the program's certificate or credential, and complete other state and local graduation 
requirements. 
 

http://apps.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?cite=28A.230.122
http://apps.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?cite=28A.230.097
http://apps.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?cite=28A.655.061
http://apps.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?cite=28A.155.045


(c) The state board shall forward any proposed changes to the high school graduation requirements to the 
education committees of the legislature for review and to the quality education council established under RCW 
28A.290.010. The legislature shall have the opportunity to act during a regular legislative session before the 
changes are adopted through administrative rule by the state board. Changes that have a fiscal impact on 
school districts, as identified by a fiscal analysis prepared by the office of the superintendent of public 
instruction, shall take effect only if formally authorized and funded by the legislature through the omnibus 
appropriations act or other enacted legislation. 
 
(3) Pursuant to any requirement for instruction in languages other than English established by the state board 
of education or a local school district, or both, for purposes of high school graduation, students who receive 
instruction in American sign language or one or more American Indian languages shall be considered to have 
satisfied the state or local school district graduation requirement for instruction in one or more languages other 
than English. 
 
(4) If requested by the student and his or her family, a student who has completed high school courses before 
attending high school shall be given high school credit which shall be applied to fulfilling high school graduation 
requirements if: 
 
(a) The course was taken with high school students, if the academic level of the course exceeds the 
requirements for seventh and eighth grade classes, and the student has successfully passed by completing the 
same course requirements and examinations as the high school students enrolled in the class; or 
 
(b) The academic level of the course exceeds the requirements for seventh and eighth grade classes and the 
course would qualify for high school credit, because the course is similar or equivalent to a course offered at a 
high school in the district as determined by the school district board of directors. 
 
(5) Students who have taken and successfully completed high school courses under the circumstances in 
subsection (4) of this section shall not be required to take an additional competency examination or perform 
any other additional assignment to receive credit. 
 
(6) At the college or university level, five quarter or three semester hours equals one high school credit. 

[2014 c 217 § 202; 2011 c 203 § 2. Prior: 2009 c 548 § 111; 2009 c 223 § 2; 2006 c 114 § 3; 2005 c 205 § 3; 
2004 c 19 § 103; 1997 c 222 § 2; 1993 c 371 § 3; prior: 1992 c 141 § 402; 1992 c 60 § 1; 1990 1st ex.s. c 9 § 
301; 1988 c 172 § 1; 1985 c 384 § 2; 1984 c 278 § 6. Formerly RCW 28A.05.060.] 

 

http://apps.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?cite=28A.290.010
http://apps.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?cite=28A.05.060

